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Is mairg a báitear in am an 
anfa, mar tagann an ghrian i 
ndiaidh na fearthainne

Pity the man who dies in the 
storm as the sun always 
follows the rain







Storm Naming HOF 1st June ZAMG
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Pre-COVID all Government Departments met in Dublin NECC 
(National Emergency Co-Ordination Center) and these Government 
representatives then briefed the Local Authorities, Emergency 
Services etc and we briefed the Media (TV/Radio/Print) in person.



Now all Government Departments and the Local Authorities Severe 
Weather Emergency Groups are briefed via Webex. Also the Media 
(TV/Radio/Print) are briefed via Webex or live interviews on radio/TV



The ECMWF’s Cray XC40 supercomputer can perform up to 2 

quadrillion calculations a second.
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ECMWF Global model
9km resolution

Advisory up to 7 days 
ahead
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MET Éireann 2.5km 
resolution HARMONIE-

AROME model
Warnings 3 days ahead

ECMWF Global model
9km resolution

Advisory up to 7 days 
ahead
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MET Éireann 2.5km 
resolution HARMONIE-

AROME model

Supercomputer 
consortium
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Global model Apps
Resolution typically 9 
to 12km
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Met Éireann App 
Local model
Resolution 2.5km

Global model Apps
Resolution typically 9 
to 12km
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The Irish Regional Ensemble Prediction System (IREPS): A limited-area ensemble 

prediction system designed specifically for Ireland

Storm Eunice 



The Irish Regional Ensemble Prediction System (IREPS): A limited-area ensemble 

prediction system designed specifically for Ireland

16 members (individual forecasts) with a grid point every 2.5km 

Representing the 

sources of error

Ensemble of Data 

Assimilations

Helps to alleviate errors 

caused by observations

Scaled Lagged Average 

Forecasting

Focuses on errors in initial 

conditions (chaos!)

Stochastic surface physics

Accounts for uncertainties in 

the model system (i.e. the 

way processes are 

approximated)

Storm Eunice 





Now all Government Departments and the Local Authorities Severe 
Weather Emergency Groups are briefed via Webex. Also the Media 
(TV/Radio/Print) are briefed via Webex or live interviews on radio/TV

Conveying risk is easy in a matrix, graph etc
Advising on actions is hugely difficult…..close all schools etc?



https://www.met.ie/forecasts/ensem
ble-maps/mean-wind-and-gust

https://www.met.ie/forecasts/listen-
to-the-weather-forecast

https://www.met.ie/forecasts/ensemble-maps/mean-wind-and-gust
https://www.met.ie/forecasts/listen-to-the-weather-forecast
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Transatlantic cable at 
Valentia Island, Co Kerry, 1858



Fitzroy’s First weather forecast
1st August, 1861



Royal Charter Storm 1859



There was confusion……..Media/Social Media 
were naming storms so too were commercial 
weather companies and a few National Met 
Services
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EUMETNET Storm Naming in Europe WGCEF

Working Group Co-operation European Forecasters
Dublin 2019 www.marshlibrary.ie

Chair: Christian.csekits@zamag.ac.at
ith Vice chair: jos.diepeveen@knmi.nl Useful post-event for 
reference

Athina Ballos Aurore Apollo https://worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov/
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EUMETNET Storm Naming in Europe WGCEF

Working Group Co-operation European Forecasters
Remote meeting: 11th & 12th Nov 2021
Copenhagan: 27th & 28th June 2022
Remote: 11th & 12th November 2022
Chair: Christian.csekits@zamag.ac.at

ith Vice chair: jos.diepeveen@knmi.nl Useful post-event for 
reference

Athina Ballos Aurore Apollo https://worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov/
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WHY?........Storm Naming in Europe

Reach, engagement and influence for warnings
Authoritative Voice 
Single name
Communication:  ‘hashtag culture’
Collaboration with adjoining NMS’s
Useful post-event for reference

Athina Ballos Aurore Apollo
https://worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov/
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Is mairg a báitear in am an anfa, mar tagann an ghrian i 
ndiaidh na fearthainne

How and Why name storms?

1: If ORANGE or RED impacts/thresholds are expected over a wide area.
Can be for wind, rain, snow or combinations with potential flooding and disruption 

flagged.     

2: The National Met Services are the authoritative/trusted voices who issue the 
warnings and name the Storms.

3: Naming a weather system raises the reach and influence
for warnings and the public engagement of the 
safety messaging from the Local Authorities and 
Emergency Services



HOW?........Storm Naming in Europe
Storm depression (large depression not a local wind)

Based on Warnings in the Meteoalarm framework ORANGE or RED ……impact-based and/or 
thresholds. Can be for wind, rain or snow

NMS which a) first issues the warning or b) the NMS who expects high impacts names the 
Storm/low pressure system in consultation with other partners.

It keeps its name given by a NMS & NHC Miami

Names picked by NMS’s (public suggestions and/or communications division in NMS)
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• Named by KNMI for 
snow impacts in the 
Netherlands

• Widespread transport 
disruption, power, 
schools, 
vaccination/testing 
centres

Storm Darcy – 8th Feb 2021   
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http://www.met.fu-berlin.de/de/wetter/bodenanalyse/
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http://www.met.fu-berlin.de/de/wetter/bodenanalyse/
stormnaming@eumetnet.eu
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Storm Naming in Europe
Actions for WGCEF 27th/28th June 2022 Meeting in Copenhagen

1) All Storm Naming Groups will present their proposed list of storm names for 2022/2023. The 
WGCEF forecasters will ‘veto’ the names to ensure that for the new season starting 1st September 
2022 that when any one NMS names a storm all other NMSs will keep that name. 

2)We need to decide how to present Storm Names on Meteoalarm.
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Storm Naming in Europe
Consideration for ECMWF

1) Would you consider marking in the EUMETNET name of the storm on your 
analysis on your public website?

2) Is there a case for an ECMWF Analysis and short range sequence using the 
EUMETNET Storm Names? This would be a ‘neutral’ product (not affiliated to 
any one NMS and yet them all) and useable by all media and other non-NMS’s 
as well as NMS’s if they wished and perhaps by Meteoalarm as a new layer.
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Thank you and have
a great summer

(a hope not a prediction!)
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