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Tackling weather and climate dis-, mis- and mal-information
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1. Proof driving action:
championing lence-bas

2. Ready when it matters:

planned responses for reactive,
real-time impact

» Selectively debunk
« Evidence-based counter-narrative

» Responding to Freedom of Information
requests

« Enforcing social media policies

» Web toolkit of information

» Video content

tro ~ommunications

Disinformation - verifiably false information that is shared with an intent to deceive and mislead
Misinformation - verifiably false information that is shared without the intent to mislead
Malinformation - deliberately misleads by twisting the meaning of truthful information
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Get ready
or tomorrow

» Inoculation - inform and explain

» Awareness raising

» Resilience building - encouraging critical
thinking

» Supporting scientists’ wellbeing

» Network building

» Social media and web content

» Climate literacy video campaign
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What the research says

The Government Communications RESIST 2 Disinformation Toolkit and social and

behavioural science principles have provided an evidence-base for our approaches to
tackling climate misinformation.

For example:

* Inoculation or pre-bunking by providing expertise, credibility and explanation can
strengthen resilience to misinformation.

* When debunking or fact checking, leading with the truth is important in order to
maximise clarity and impact.

» Encouraging doubt rather than attacking beliefs is more effective at tackling
misinformation as is aligning messaging with your audience’s values
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Our forecast says: (V]

Dry and settled weather continues for much of the UK,
with just a chance of a few showers on Monday and
Tuesday. It is expected to gradually turn more
unsettled later next week.

15May 2025

THE NEWS HEADLINE

UK weather maps turn purple
as 24-hour snow bomb

batters Britain

An unwinnable battle

- . Weather forecasting in the news media
A culture of weather misinformation &

The media plays a crucial role in keeping everyone informed
about the latest weather forecasts and the potential for any

severe weather, helping people to make better decisions and to
stay safe.

But some green shoots...

Met Office &
@metoffice

A few stories have been popping up in the media today
looking at the potential for snow.

As we move into autumn and winter, here are some tips
on what to look out for in news stories about the
weather

What’s behind
wthe headlines?

os on getting an
accurate forecast

metofiice.gav.uk
Weather in the news.




Debunking and counter-narrative
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Reactive strategies

Responses to active misinformation comes in three categories:

» Strategic Silence = erote
J _ _ FACT CHECK
- Monitor reach and impact e el
 Counter Narrative s
L] L] W
- PRs, briefing, content X
UK weather maps turn purple
c as 24-hour snow bomb
® D I re Ct Ad d reS S batters Britain

- Fact checks, videos or blogs specifically on media reports



Inoculation and awareness raising
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Proactive strategies

Weather forecasting in the news

» Evergreen content to improve public weather
literacy and ability to determine trustworthy news |t

sources.

» https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-
about/weather-forecasting-in-the-news/index

 Pairing with trusted sources when possible.
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Summer 2023 onwards:
* Rise in misinformation on our social media channels

* Rise in Freedom of Information requests

Highlighted the need to develop an evidence-based
approach to protect our reputation and help combat
the spread and potential impacts of misinformation.

The climate has
always changed...
it's not down to
humans

You can'’t get the
weather right; how can
you tell us what the
climate will be like?




Debunking and counter-narrative
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Reactive communications

Reactive responses to recurring themes with supporting web and video content.

Z Met Office

KNOW YOUR FACTS
Natural warming?

FACT

Explain fallacy

Tackling climate misinformation

A toolkit of information you can trust.

There is overwhelming evidence that climate change is affecting the health of the The climate has natural variability
planet and the wellbeing of billions of people around the world. The impacts are butmost oftheteeent warming ’ FACT

affecting the lives and livelihoods of many, sometimes on a daily basis.



Inoculation and awareness raising
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Proactive communications

» Continuing to share scientific evidence
 Climate literacy campaign

Latest climate news from the Met Office View online version | Share with a friend

;{,-,;: Met Offlce Climate newsletter

Issue 80 | 27 November 2024

# severeweather r s
44K videos b

2z emeoiice (CIRES)

What is the link between severe weather and

climate change? #ClimateChange
#SevereWeather

Get ready

for tomorrow




Proactive activit
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Proactive activity

HRMetS | 25 Met Office

» Supporting scientists’ wellbeing

» Network building — Countering Climate Misinformation Network  science communication -
opportunities and challenges

* Resilience bU||d|ng A toolkit for scientists
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Is the
original

Met Office explains
— source

reputable
and
trustworthy?

\A/aathAar Misinformation

Watchon (8 YouTube
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Any questions?
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